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Cities are the result of man's individual and collective activi¬
ties as he goes about building cultures. Men do not set out intention¬
ally to build cities, (although this has happened in some cases); instead
they set out to achieve certain goals such as earning a living, achieving
power and wealth, inventing things, and using the inventions of others.
It was discovered long ago that certain things could be better achieved
if the people were to live closer together as a group—forming a c^)m-
munity. Out of the combined competitive and cooperative efforts of
men, the city came into being, appearing at first as a small groups of
people performing certain activities or functions, and then later becom¬
ing a larger group or community that sonetimes grew into a metrop>olis.
The city has many various types of activities that account for
city growth. Activities such as the production of raw materials (agri¬
culture and mining), the processing of raw materials (industry), the
distribution of things that have been manufactured (commerce), the move¬
ment of goods and people from place to place (transportation), the trans¬
mission of information (communication), and political functions (govern¬
ment), are related directly or indirectly to city growth.^




All throughout history, technological advances have released man
from the necessity of remaining in his immediate environment. Yet as
man has lessened his dependence upon his local environment, a correspond¬
ing dependence upon a more complex system of production and exchange has
2
been created. This more complex system is usually referred to as a
"metropolis". Gras defines a metropolis as an organization of producers
and consumers wherein an interdependence of goods and wants is estab¬
lished. Their wants are supplied by a system of exchange located in a
large city that serves as the focal point of local trade. The surround¬
ing areas of the metropolis perform different functions, but are sub-
3
dominants compared to the metropolis. R. D. McKenzie refers to a
metropolis as a super community organized around a central point and
comprising many different centers of activity. The dominant city in
4
this super community structure serves as an integrating unit. Gras and
McKenzie both come to the conclusion that metropolitan cities are the
dominant forces in our society today.^
Statement of the Problem
Jackson, Mississippi only attained the status of a standard metro¬
politan statistical area in 1970. Because the city of Jackson influences
and draws on a large geographical area, the focus of this study is the
Jackson Metropolitan Area, which consists of Hinds, Rankin, and Madison
2
N. S. B. Gras, An Introduction to Economic History (New York,
1922), p. 184.
^Ibid., p. 185.
^R. D. McKenzie, The Metropolitan Community (New York, 1933),
p. 7.
^Donald Bogue, The Structure of the Metropolitan Community (Ann
Arbor, Michigan, I9A9), p. 19.
3
Counties. It is the purpose of this study to trace the rise of Jackson
as a metropolitan area serving as a dominant influence and as a central
place. The study hopes to show that Jackson did not become a dominant
area just because of a growing population, but because of the specialized
functions found within the area. It is the object of this study to view
the economic base of Jackson and the surrounding area and the past and
present population trends of the area to determine if Jackson can claim
dominance over a large hinterland.
Review of Literature
There have been several studies done on "metropolitan dominance"
and "central pi acesi" In Bogue's book. The Structure of the Metropolitan
Community,^ the idea that great cities dominate a technologically advanced
industrial and commercial society was explored. He also defined dominance
and subdominance in an ecological sense and looked at the relationship
of the metropolis to the surrounding area.
Vance and Smith also did a study about dominance and integration.^
They looked at the city of Atlanta and traced its beginning, to the point
where it became a metropolis. Atlanta started off in 1843 as a railroad
station on top of a hill in central Georgia. It became a crossroads of
railroads in the early part of the l850's. After the Civil War, Atlanta
became a central point in the main currents of traffic and became a
thriving trade center. It served as the regional capital for national
^Ibid.
^Rupert Vance and Sara Smith, "Metropolitan Dominance and Integra¬
tion," in The Urban South, eds. Rupert Vance and Nicholas J. Demerath
(Chapel Hill, 1954).
4
distributors. Vance and Smith also said that a city becomes a metropolis
when the types of products of the area concentrate in it for trade as
g
well as for. transit.
Two other studies dealing with metropolitan dominance were N, S. B,
9
Gras* An Introduction to Economic History, and R. D. McKenzie's The
Metropolitan Community.Both studies were attempts at tying the present
form of life found in the urban areas to pre-industrial organization
through a study of the community. Gras' study deals with the "metropoli¬
tan economy", while McKenzie's study deals with the "metropolitan region,"
Gras arrived at his ideas about the metropolitan economy by an informal
case study and by using a natural history approach. He used historical
and anthropological data dealing with the entire period of the recorded
history of man. McKenzie's ideas about the metropolitan region were a
result of a formal statistical study of the urbanization that has taken
place in the U.S. since 1790. Even though the two men used different
methods and data, they arrived at the same conclusion about the metropoli¬
tan areas in the United States.
The metropolis is not the creation of any form of the government.
The metropolis was not created, it emerged over a period of several genera¬
tions. To understand the structure of a highly developed economy means
investigating the structure of the metropolitan communities.^^
®Ibid., p. 122.
9
N, S, B. Gras, An Introduction to Economic History, p, 189.
0. McKenzie, The Metropolitan Community, p. 14.
^^Otis Duncan et al.. Metropolis and Region (Baltimore, I960),
p. 4.
5
Metropolises are special kinds of cities. Harris and Ullman pro¬
posed the following categories of cities according to their location and
functions
1. Central places—cities that perform centralized services
for the adjacent area.
2. Transport centers and break of bulk points—transport
cities, such as railroad centers and ports, which
owe their importance to their location, with
respect to the transport system, and
3. Concentration points for specialized functions—specialized
function cities, such as manufacturing centers, resort
cities, mining towns, lumbering towns, military bases,
government headquarters, and other such cities.12
Gist and Fava used the following classification to describe cities:
(1) production centers, (2) centers of trade and commerce, (3) political
capitals, (4) cultural centers, (5) health or recreation resorts, and
(6) diversified cities.
The present pattern of urban centers of the United States, and also
of other countries, seems to have developed on the framework of early
service centers or central places.
A discussion of central places is also found in Edward Ullman's
14
"A Theory of Location for Cities." The basic element behind Walter
Christaller's model was that an urban center be a source of goods for an
area larger than itself. Hans Carol says that the central place can be
either the location of a single central function, or as the term is
12
Chauncy D. Harris and Edward Ullman, "The Nature of Cities," in
Readings in Urban Geography, eds. Harold Mayer and Clyde Kohn (Chicago,
1959), p. 291.
13
Gist and Fava, Urban Society, p. 16.
14
Edward Ullman, "A Theory of Location for Cities," American Journal
of Sociology 46.(May 1945): 859*
6
usually interpreted, the location of a group of central functions.
Other studies dealing with central places were Green's "Conmunity of
Interest Areas: Notes on the Hierarchy of Central Places and Their Hin¬
terlands,"^^ and Berry and Garrison's works "A Note on Central Place
Theory and the Range of a Good,"^^ and "Functional Bases of the Central
18
Place Hierarchy." In the last study. Berry and Garrison, did an empiri¬
cal test of the central place theory in Snohomish County in Washington,
In central place studies, such concepts as "threshold population"
and "range of a good", prove to be useful. Threshold population means
the minimum population size of an urban center that can support an urban
function. The range of a good means the tributary area surrounding a
central place where people travel to the center to purchase the goods
offered.
When speaking of dominance and central places the concept of human
ecology must also be understood. Human ecology deals with the relation¬
ship of man to his environment. The interrelation and interdependence
of a species are naturally more obvious and intimate within the common
^^Hans Carol, "The Hierarchy of Central Functions Within the City,"
Annals of the Association of American Geographers 50 (June I960): 420,
^^F. H. W. Green, "Community of Interest Areas: Notes on the Hier¬
archy of Central Places and Their Hinterlands," Economic Geography 34
(March 1958).
^^Brian Berry and William Garrison, "A Note on Central Place Theory
and the Range of a Good," Economic Geography 34 (March 1958).
18
Idem, "Functional Bases of the Central Place Hierarchy," Economic
Geography 34 (March 1958).
19
Idem, "A Note on Central Place and The Range of a Good," p. 309.
7
habitat than elsewhere. The individual units of the population are in-
20
volved in a process of competitive co-operation.
The principle of dominance tends to determine the general ecologi¬
cal pattern of the city and also the functional relation of each of the
21
different areas of the city to all of the others. The basic hypothesis
of human ecology is that as a population develops an organization, it
22
increases the chances of survival in its environment.
23
By reviewing such works as Raymond Murphy’s The American City.
24
Hawley's The Changing Shape of Metropolitan America. and Robert Fisher’s
25
The Metropolis in Modern Life. it was easier to understand the various
approaches to the patterns of growth and change in the metropolitan areas
across the United States. These authors looked at urban centers on two
levels. First they were concerned with cities as entities—their location,
characters, growth, relations to the surrounding area, and also to each
other. Second, they were interested in the patterns of the city's interior
—such as social and cultural patterns, and patterns of the natural environ¬
ment. The primary concern of these different authors was the search for
generalizations about cities and the cities' hinterland.
20
Amos Hawley, Human Ecology; A Theory of Community Structure
(New York, 1950), p. 220.
21
Robert Park, "Human Ecology," The American Journal of Sociology
62 (July 1936): 8.
22
Hawley, Human Ecology, p. 245.
^^Raymond Murphy, The American City (New York, 1966).
24
Amos Hawley, The Changing Shape of Metropolitan America (Illinois,
1956).
25^Robert Fisher, The Metropolis in Modern Life (New York, 1967).
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By reviewing these books and articles, it was easier to come up
with a starting point to do the study of the Jackson Metropolitan Area.
The social and economic relationship existing between Jackson and the
surrounding areas was also easier to understand.
Major Concepts
Major concepts to be employed in this study are:
Central Place: A service center that performs centralized services
for adjacent areas. It is a source of goods and services for
an area larger than itself. Jackson can be looked at as a cen¬
tral place performing comprehensive services for surrounding
areas. It serves as a trade and social center for an extensive
hinterland.^^
Ecological principle: This pertains to the relationship existing
between the metropolis and the surrounding hinterland. Not
only does the metropolis contribute services to the hinter¬
land, but the hinterland also brings goods or services to the
metropolis. The metropolis is still the dominant area, but
the hinterland may affect the structure of the metropolis.
The ecological structure of a connmunity results in part from
competition and cooperation among people who share a common
geographic setting.^^
26
Berry and Garrison, "A Note on Central
Range of a Good," p. 306.
Place Theory and the
27
Bogue, The Structure of the Metropolitan Community, pp. 11, 430.
9
Integration: The economic and social exchange between outlying counties
and the central county. One of the following criteria must be
met in order for integration to take place. (1) Fifteen percent
of the workers living in the outlying county work in the county
or counties containing the central cities for the area, or (2)
Twenty-five percent of those working in the outlying county 1ive
in the county or counties that contain the central cities of
.. 28
the area.
Metropolitan dominance: The ecological meaning of dominance implies
that there is a special kind of control over a community or area
of interfunctioning units. The metropolis exerts an influence
on the economic and social life of a broad area that goes beyond
29
the city boundaries.
Subdominance: The conditions that are imposed by the dominant influence
are accepted, but competition arises within the surrounding area.
The subdominant area does not specialize in a great deal of sus¬
tenance activities, but it serves as the intermediary between the
30
metropolis and the hinterland.
Data Collection and Methodology
Data for the first part of this thesis were collected from specific
books and papers dealing with the location of Jackson and the past economic
28
20-21.
Blaine E. Mercer, The American Community (New York, 1956), pp.
29
30
Bogue, The Structure of the Metropolitan Community, p. 532.
Ibid., p. 536
10
activity that used to take place in the Jackson area and the total region
under study. Information published by the Mississippi Research and
Development Center and material from books about Mississippi were helpful
in this area. Data in this section will give a general background of
Jackson.
The data on the population of Jackson and the surrounding areas
found in the next section of this thesis were taken from the Censuses
of the Population for 1950, I960, and 1970 for Mississippi.
In the next section, data were collected from the Census of Manu¬
facturing, the Census of Wholesale Trade, and the Census of Retail Trade
for Mississippi. Information was also gathered from papers from the
Mississippi State Employment Services dealing with labor market trends
and the Jackson Chambers of Commerce. This section attempts to show the
specific functions found in Jackson and the surrounding area in the years
stated. Tables will be compiled showing the progress that Jackson has
made in the areas of wholesale, retail, and manufacturing, that help make




The term "metropolitan area" is a widely used concept. To some,
the word "metropolis" means the very largest cities, but in common usage,
a metropolis is a major city performing high order functions, providing
goods and services for the surrounding trade area. The metropolitan com¬
munity is that part of the region that is within the day to day commuting
range of the metropolis. The metropolitan community is made up of a
recognized, substantial population nucleus and other scattered urban
developments that have interests lying within the center.^
Compared to the nation as a whole, the Southern metropolises are
rather small. They evolved later than the metropolises found in the
Northern and Middle States. However, the functions found in the metro¬
polises of the South are important because they serve as an organizing
2
influence upon the economic and social life of the surrounding areas.
Communities do not just happen to come into existence as different
functions are developed. They emerge because of the vital services they
perform in relation to each other and to the center of the sustenance
^Brian Berry, "The Impact of Expanding Metropolitan Communities
Upon the Central Place Hierarchy," Economic Geography 50 (January 1961):
113.
2




activity in that area. As more and different functions are created, it
becomes necessary for some form of hierarchy to control the activity in
the various areas. It is at this point that the city becomes the place
where the institutions of control concentrate and it has the tendency
to become the largest city, the metropolis, surrounded by the tributary
area or the metropolitan region. Even though it is true that all metro¬
polises have large populations, not all cities with large populations
are considered to be metropolises. Population size plays an important
part in discussing a metropolis, but function is the main element to
3
consider in determining a metropolis.
Walter Christaller developed the central place theory on the basis
of the conditions that were existing in Germany many years ago. His
theory has received so much attention for its theoretical basis that it
has been accepted as a location theory explaining the distribution of
urban centers or central places.
Christaller's work was founded on the premise that a certain amount
of productive land supports an urban center or central place, which
exists because of the necessity of providing goods and services for a
complementary area. In brief, the features of Christaller's central
place theory ares
1. The main function of a city is to be a central place whereby
goods and services for the surrounding tributary area may be provided.
The term "central place" is used because in order to perform these ser¬
vices effectively, it is necessary for a city to locate centrally to the
maximum profit area it can control.
^Ibid., p. 114.
13
2. The centrality of a city is a measure of the degree to which
it is a service center; the greater the centrality of a place, then the
higher is its order.
3. Higher order places offer more goods, have more and various
types of businesses, larger populations, surrounding tributary areas,
and are spaced wider apart than are the lower order places.
4. Low-order places only provide low-order goods to the low-order
tributary areas. The low-order goods are generally necessities that
require frequent buying and very little travel for the consumer. Like¬
wise, high-order places provide high-order goods as well as the low-
order goods. The higher the order of goods provided, then the fewer
businesses providing them.
5. Central places fall into a hierarchy made up of separate and
distinct groups of centers. The centers of the higher order groups carry
on all of the activities or functions of the low-order centers in addi¬
tion to a group of central functions that distinguishes them from and
4
also places them above the low-order places.
The hierarchy concept is important because it implies that a col¬
lection of cities may be regarded as a "system of cities". The system
of cities concept assumes that the way cities appear depends upon their
particular functions, and that the functions carried on in the cities
reflect some sort of intercommunity relationship.^
4
Berry and Garrison, "A Note on Central Place Theory and the
Range of a Good," p. 306.
^Duncan et al., Metropolis and Region, p. 43.
14
J. H. Von Thunen theorized in 1826 on the way in which a single city
should develop. Given only wagon transportation and an agricultural en¬
vironment, he figured that the cost of bringing farm products to the city
would be equal for all points equally distant from the center. The re¬
sult would be a system of concentric zones of land use around the central
6
city.
Ideally, each central place would have a circular surrounding area
as in Von Thunen's model. But tangent circles would leave some open
spaces that would go unserved, and overlapping circles would create com¬
petition within the overlapping circles. Hexagons would use all of the
space without overlapping and this would eliminate the problem created by
using the circular model.
Christaller developed his theoretical system to include different
orders of central places on the basis of the pattern of hexagons. He
computed the populations of these places, their distances apart from one
another, and the sizes and populations of their tributary area in regard
to the pattern of hexagons.^ The ranks of central places, according to
Christaller, can be described as the following; market town, township
center, county seat, district city, small state capital, provincial
0
head city, and regional capital city. The places that performed only
the market center functions would appear at about 4.5 mile intervals.
But some of the places performing the market center function were also
^Andreas Grotewold, "Von Thunen in Retrospect," Economic Geography
35 (December 1959)* 350.
^Berry, "A Note on Central Place Theory and the Range of a Good,"
p. 309.
0
Duncan, Metropolis and Region, p. 49.
15
township centers, found in a hexagon of the next larger order, and such
township centers were spaced at about 7.5 mile intervals. The county
seats, found in still a larger hexagon, would be found at about 13 mile
intervals; and so on up through all of the urban centers. Each place
performed the functions characteristic of its rank and also those of the
9
lower-order centers as well.
Christaller's theory of central place has been criticized for in¬
stance upon the hexagonal pattern of service areas. It has been said
that the patterns of the hexagonal trade area illustrating the principle
of marketing are not actually found. Another criticism is that the cen¬
tral place theory is not a general theory of location for all cities, but
must be supplemented by theories applying, for example, to industrial
cities.
The system of central places is by no means static; it is constantly
changing. One example of this is the effect of changing transportation.
With improved highways, railroads have lost a great deal of their local
traffic, with trucks and automobiles taking their places. Because there
are more and better highways, more people are able to go longer distances
to the larger centers for services. As a result, the smaller centers are
getting smaller and the larger centers are getting larger.
Various other developments also help to alter the system of central
places through time. Such things as local booms, droughts, and the like
may have affected the pattern of central places.
Q
Ullman, "A Theory of Location for Cities," p. 865.
^^Ibid., pp. 862-863.
16
Even in the highly developed areas in the United States, there are
strong forces at work to produce a central place distribution of settle¬
ments, concludes Ullman.^^
Central place studies provide an understanding of one set of reasons
for cities: the reasons provided by the functioning of cities as retail
and service centers for the surrounding areas. Since such functions are
the most universal provided by cities, the central place theory is per¬




The idea of metropolitan dominance was developed when it was ob¬
served that centers of similar population level located within and out¬
side the metropolitan community had markedly different functional struc¬
tures. Studies point to an increasing dependence of residents of outlying
areas upon the facilities of the metropolis, when these areas and the
centers which previously serviced them, are brought into the metropolitan
community. Bogue noticed that the metropolis serves as a general factor
13
in the size and location of the hinterland areas.
To best explain the concept of dominance, Bogue used an example from
the area of plant ecology. Imagine a hardwood tree alone in a field.
This hardwood tree has very little to do with the other types of plants




Berry, "The Impact of Expanding Metropolitan Communities Upon
The Central Place Hierarchy," p. 112.
17
alter the rest of the field very much alone. If the field were filled
with many hardwood trees, the condition of the field would change. The
hardwood trees would serve as wind breakers allowing the leaves to fall
to the ground at the base of the trees, causing the soil to become en¬
riched. The shade given off from the trees controls the amount of sun¬
light and the temperature of the soil. The hardwood trees have caused
the rest of the field to react to its habitat. Only those species that
can adapt to the conditions of the field can survive. The smaller species
are now dependent upon the dominant species for their survival. However,
the dominant species could also be dependent upon the smaller species for
certain functions that they may perform such as maintaining the fertility
of the soil. Thus, a type of interdependency evolves. The dominant con¬
trols the other species by controlling the conditions of life.
The same relationship existing between the hardwood trees and the
remaining field can also apply to the relationship between the metropolis
and the surrounding territory. The smaller areas become dependent upon
the metropolis for certain functions and also the metropolis is dependent
14
upon the smaller areas for goods and services.
The hinterland centers provide local shopping, manufacturing, whole¬
saling and other such services for the area surrounding them. Even though
the hinterland centers are under the control of the metropolis, they com¬
pete with each other for the privilege of serving the areas surrounding
them. ^ ^
14
Bogue, The Structure of the Metropolitan Community: A Study of
Dominance and Subdominance, p. 24.
^^Hawley, Human Ecology; A Theory of Community Structure, p, 220.
18
N. S, B. Gras said that it is wrong to speak of the hinterland as
being dependent upon the center or metropolis, for it is also true that
the center is dependent upon the outlying areas. It is interdependence
that is the key to the relationship between the metropolis and its re¬
gion.R. 0. McKenzie said that the metropolitan region extends as far
as the city exerts a dominant influence. It represents a group of centers,
operating through interrelationships characterized by dominance and sub¬
dominance. All of the outlying regions are centered around a focal point
of dominance where the institutions that serve the entire region are
housed. All of the specialized functions such as communications, finance,
and management are centered in the metropolitan dominant area,^^ The key
institutions determine the conditions under which all other institutions
lying in the surrounding area must follow. This means that through their
activities, they are able to say what kind of complementary units are
needed, they set the pace for the type of activity in the entire region,
and they also influence the various types of people who live in the
18
area.
Bogue said that dominance can be understood only if one relates
19
it to subdominance or subordinance. There are four degrees of dominance:
dominants—the metropolitan centers, subdominants—hinterland cities,
^^Duncan, Metropolis and Region, p. 84.
^^Ibid., pp. 84-85.
18
Hawley, Human Ecology, p. 220.
19
Vance and Smith, "Dominance and Subdominance," p. 118.
19
influents—rural-nonfarm areas, and subinfluents—rural-farm areas. The
term subdominance implies that even though the conditions that are
imposed by the dominant influence are accepted, competition arises within
the surrounding area. The subdominant area does not specialize in a
great deal of sustenance activities, but it serves as the intermediary
20
between the metropolis and the hinterland.
20




In the late l8th century, when river transportation was of prime
importance, a French Canadian named Louis Lefleur established a trading
post on the high west bank of the Pearl River on land originally owned
by the Choctaw Indians. In the Treaty of Doaks Stand on October 18,
1820, the Choctaws ceded this land to the Federal Government. Hinds County
was formed from this entire cession by an act of the General Assembly of
the State of Mississippi on February 12, 1821. Hinds County is located
close to the center of the State, approximately 200 miles south of Memphis,
Tennessee and 190 miles north of New Orleans, Louisiana. It is approxi¬
mately 40 miles east of the Mississippi River.^
The same legislature commissioned Thomas Hinds, James Patton, and
William Lattimore to locate a site within twenty miles of the geographic
center of the State for the permanent seat of government for the State of
Mississippi. LeFleur's Bluff was recommended. Later the name was changed
2
to honor Major General Andrew Jackson, a military hero of the times.
Jackson is located in the rolling hills of Central Mississippi, on
^Greater Jackson Corporation, Jackson; Metropolitan Center of




the west bank of the Pearl River near the geographic center of the State.
It is approximately forty miles east of the Mississippi River and one
hundred miles west of the Alabama line. In October, 1976, 42 square
miles were annexed to Jackson, which means the metropolitan area of
Jackson covers 105.36 square miles.
From a geographical and transportation standpoint, Jackson is
3
known as the "Crossroads of the South". Highways, airlines, and rail¬
roads all traverse Jackson to serve the Southeast, the Southwest, and the
lower Mississippi River Valley.
The new Interstate Highway 20 intersects Interstate Highway 55 at
Jackson. This network gives Jackson excellent direct east and west
highway service from South Carolina to California, and North to South
service from the Gulf of Mexico to the Great Lakes region.
Rail and air transportation to all points of the United States is
available. New York and the West Coast are only three hours away from
4
Jackson by air.
Firms interested in establishing branch manufacturing operations,
warehouses, and distribution faci1ities wi11 find Jackson's location
ideal for servicing growing markets in the southeast and the southwest.
Jackson's strategic location allows access to every mode of trans¬
portation to state, regional, national and world markets. Highways, rail¬
way lines and air service from all directions intersect in Jackson, the
3
Middle South Utilities, Inc., "Jackson Mississippi. . .Crossroads
of the South," Changing Middle South Magazine (New Orleans*1976), p. 3»
Mississippi Center of the Southern Market, General Industrial
Survey of Jackson, Mississippi (1976), p. 7.
22
"Crossroads of the South." Water transportation is available at Vicks¬
burg, Mississippi, which is only forty miles west of Jackson.^
One of Jackson's greatest assets is location, Jackson is centrally
located and serves as a magnet for the talent and trade of Mississippi
and also serves as the center of political, financial and cultural life
for the State. It has become the regional crossroads of the South because
it is situated about halfway between Memphis and New Orleans, and between
Atlanta and Dallas, four of the leading metropolitan cities of the South.^
Because Jackson is located almost in the center of the State, it
can be reached easily from any point in the State. Jackson is the capi¬
tal of the State and also is the largest city. There are 30 standard
metropolitan statistical areas within 400 miles of Jackson, but Jackson
is the only metropolitan area within a I30 mile radius.^
Economic History
For the most part, early economic activity in the country came
from agriculture, mining, and manufacturing. Overseas trade centered on
shipment of raw materials to the more developed countries in Europe,
where processing of these materials occurred.
The South was mainly agrarian in nature, and many of the products
grown in the South were sent to the North and East and overseas to be
processed and finished. However, as time passed, small manufacturing
establishments developed in the South. At first rivers were the primary
^Ibid., p. 10.
^Billy Skelton, "Jackson Growth is Steady, Balanced." Southeast
Real Estate News 5 December 1976, vol. 4, no. 12, p. 8.
^Jackson City Planning Board, Economic Base Study; Jackson
Metropolitan Area (March 1970), p. 7.





means of transporting goods and also people. As the rail system developed
before the Civil War, it provided a stimulus for th^ regional industriali¬
zation efforts.^
The Civil War shattered most of the manufacturing capability of
the South, and redevelopment of the capability was inhibited during the
Reconstruction period which followed the war. Afterwards, a number of
developments occurred which stimulated the revitalization of the industry
base. An era of development related to the resources of the South began.
The textile industry was strongly reestablished, based on cotton produc¬
tion in the area.
In the early part of the economic history of Mississippi, "cotton
was king", as was true of the remainder of the South. In 1859, there
were 15,110 cotton plantations located in Mississippi alone. There were
only 1,000 of these plantations located in the Jackson and surrounding
area. Most of the plantations were found in the delta part of the state
where the soil was richer.
Tobacco, rice, and sugar cane were also cultivated in the area as
the staple crops. All of these products were produced on the'piantations,
9
but as minor crops. In addition to the staple crops produced, corn,
vegetables, soy beans, wheat, and other cereal crops were produced in
the area. These crops were grown on the smaller farms and plantations
but they also added to the economy of the area.
Ross Hammond, Economic Development Trends in the 16-State South
(March 1972), pp. 2-7.
9^Edward Q,. Hawkins, Economic History of the South (New York, 1950),
pp. 250-253.
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After 1880, industrial development proceeded rapidly in the South.
Mississippi was a rather slow starter in this development, but after 1910,
a great deal of industry started to locate in the central area of the
State because of the location of natural resources,
Accelerated technological change in the 20th century such as elec¬
tricity, the automobile, and better means of communications, created a
new style of life in the region, as well as in the rest of the United
States.
During the first half of the 20th century, an exodus of Northern
textile industries to the South occurred. This industry was encountering
difficulties with wage increases, profit reductions, and foreign competi¬
tion. This change of plant locations established textiles as a leading
industry in many of the Southern states and the Mississippi area was
included.
Industrial growth all over the country suffered during the Great
Depression of the 1930's. But the industrial demands of World War II
stimulated manufacturing growth in the area. The transportation equip¬
ment industry developed rapidly.^^
Growth since World War II has been shown not only in the traditional
industries of the area, such as textiles, apparel, metal working, lumber,
food processing, and the like, but also industries that were new on the
scene such as mobile home construction, electronics, the space program,
and tufted carpet,
I
^^Jackson Chamber of Commerce, Mississippi; Past Economic Trends
(June i960), p. 8.
^^Ibid., p. 10.
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Jackson is located near the eastern end of an area with a great
supply of oil and gas. The Gulf Coast area has influenced Jackson's
development as a center for exploration and oil marketing activities.
Natural gas deposits in the State have also influenced industrial develop¬
ment including the expansion of the chemical industry.
Salt and other mineral resources are also in abundance. Sand and
gravel are necessary resources for any sort of urban development. About
3 million cubic yards of these materials are found within Hinds County.
Clay used for building material is also found in the Jackson area. Other
materials include, bentonite, limestone, building stone, iron ore, and
1 -4. ^2glauconite.
About sixty percent of Mississippi is forest area. There are over
1,000 plants and mills using forest products within the state. To a
growing city like Jackson, the timber resource is valuable. Also indus¬
tries using wood products are becoming more numerous in the area, taking
13
advantage of the timber resource.
12




Past Trends in Population Growth
Jackson is a nxjdern, thriving, growing city. In 1900, the popula¬
tion of Jackson was 7»8l6, and now in 1976, it has a metropolitan popu¬
lation of 310,000. In 1920, Jackson began a growth trend that has
continued consistently. Even though most of Jackson's development has
been quite recent, it has every facility and appearance of being a modern,
developing city, that is destined for continued growth.^
As mentioned earlier, the Jackson Metropolitan Area includes three
counties—Hinds, Rankin, and Madison. These areas make up the primary
trade area of Jackson, and this is where the greatest amount of Jackson's
future development will take place. The Jackson Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Area contains Hinds and Rankin Counties. The definition
given for a standard metropolitan statistical area by the U.S. Bureau
of the Census is that this area is a county or group of contiguous coun¬
ties that contain at least one city of 50,000 residents or more, or
"twin cities" that have a combined population of at least 50,000. Also
other counties are included in an SMSA if they are socially and economic-
2
ally integrated with the central city.
^Jackson City Planning Board, Population Study: Jackson Metro¬
politan Area (May 1972), p. 8.
2
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population; 1970, vol. 1,
Characteristics of the Population, pt. 26, Mississippi, Appendix 6, App. 6.
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As shown in Table 1, the population of Jackson was only 22,817 in
1920, while in 1930» the population increased to-48,282, which was a
gain of 111.6 percent. Jackson ranked 11th among the cities in the
United States in the percentage of population gain during this ten year
period.^
In 1940, the city of Jackson had a population of 63,107. Jackson
experienced extraordinary growth in that decade, and in 1950 the popula¬
tion of Jackson had reached 98,271. In I960, the city was recorded as
having a population of 144,422. Jackson has been experiencing dramatic
population increases since I89O.
It can also be seen from Table 1 that the Jackson Metropolitan
Area, and Hinds, Madison, and Rankin Counties all experienced population
declines during 1910 and 1920. A major cause of this decline in the
population was a result of the great migration of Blacks from the South
to the North. Blacks would leave the rural areas and head first to the
4
Southern cities and then to the cities in the North. While the major
counties in Mississippi were experiencing population declines, the city
of Jackson continued its pace of population growth. The area has in¬
creased from a population of 84,522 in 1890, to one of 288,643 in 1970,
which was an increase of 204,121. The steady population growth can be
seen especially from 1940-1970.
Hinds County, which makes up about 74 percent of the Jackson Metro¬
politan Area, recorded a population of 187,045 residents in i960. As a
3
Jackson City Planning Board, Population Study, p. 11.
4
Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilerma, vol. 1 (New York, 1962), p.
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TABLE 1
POPULATION GROWTH 1890-1970 SELECTED AREAS















1890 5,950 39,279 17,922 52,210 27,321 84,522
1900 7,816 52,577 20,955 73,532 32,493 106,025
1910 21,262 63,726 23,944 87,670 33,505 121,175
1920 22,817 57,110 20,272 77,382 29,292 106,674
1930 48,282 85,118 20,353 105,471 35,796 I4l,267
1940 63,107 107,273 27,934 135,207 37,504 172,711
1950 98,271 142,164 28,881 171,045 33,860 204,271
I960 144,422 187,045 34,322 221,367 32,904 254,271
1970 153,968 214,973 43,933 258,906 29,737 288,643
SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Eleventh Census of the United States: I890f Popula¬
tion. pt. 1i Mississippi, Table 5* Twelfth Census of the United States: 1900, vol. 1, Popu1a-
tion, pt. 1, Mississippi, Table 5« Thirteenth Census of the United States: 1910. vol. 2,
Population, pt. 1, Mississippi, Table 1. Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930. vol. 3,
Population, pt. 1, Alabama-Mississippi, Table 28. Sixteenth Census of the United States:
1940. vol. 3, Population, pt. 4, Minnesota-New Mexico, Table 28. U.S. Census of the Population:
1950. vol. 2, Characteristics of the Population, pt. 24, Mississippi, Table 6. U.S. Census of
the Population: I960, vol. 1, Characteristics of the Population, pt. 26, Mississippi, Table 6.
U.S. Census of the Population: 1970. vol. 1, Characteristics of the Population, pt. 26, Missis¬
sippi. Tables 10 and 13*
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whole, Hinds County has experienced a long-range growth trend from I89O-
1970.
Table 2 shows that there was a 47 percent change in the population
of Jackson between 1950 and I960 and this meant that Jackson rose from
111th to the 84th largest city in the United States. This gain caused
Jackson to rank 15th in the number of places to advance in population
growth in United States cities and 37th among United States cities in
terms of the actual population increase between each census period.
Jackson moved from the 33rd to the 29th place among the one hundred and
fifty-five United States cities with 25,000 or more residents in the 16-
state southern region.^
While Hinds and Rankin Counties, the counties making up the Jackson
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area, were experiencing population
gains, Madison County only gained 2,4l6 residents between 1890 and 1970.
It has experienced population declines for several decades. The largest
population that has been in Madison County was reported by the 1940
Census, which put the population at 37,504. Between 1920 and 1930, Madi¬
son County had a population growth rate of 22.2 percent, which was the
highest that has ever been recorded. So it appears as if Madison County
is losing its residents while the other two counties continue a tremend¬
ous gain in population.
The Metropolitan Area is composed of eighteen cities and towns.
Bolton, Brandon, Canton, Clinton, Edwards, Flora, Florence, Flowood,
^Ross Hammond, Economic Development Trends in the 16-State South
(March 1972), p. 4.
TABLE 2
POPULATION GROWTH RATES 1890-1970 SELECTED AREAS















1890-1900 31.3 33.8 16.9 28.5 18.9 25.4
1900-1910 172.0 21.2 14.2 19.2 3.1 14.2
1910-1920 7.3 -10.4 -15.3 -11.7 -12.6 -11.9
1920-1930 111.6 49.0 .39 36.2 22.2 32.5
1930-1940 30.7 26.0 37.2 28.1 4.8 22.2
1940-1950 55.7 32.5 3.4 26.5 -9.7 18.6
1950-1960 46.9 31.6 18.8 29.4 -2.8 24.1
1960-1970 6.6 14.9 28.0 16.9 -9.6 13.5
SOURCE* Computed from Table 1.
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Jackson, Learned, Madison, Pearl, Pelahatchie, Puckett, Raymond, Ridge-
land, Terry and Utica. Table 3 shows that an increasing proportion of
the metropolitan area's population resides in urban areas. In each
decade there is an increase in the number of residents who live in cities
and towns within the metropolitan area.
It can also be seen from Table 3 that in 1940, 44 percent of the
residents of the metropolitan area were living in cities and towns,
while in 1970, 68 percent of the residents were living in cities and
towns. This is a gain of 24 percentage points. Clinton experienced a
great deal of population growth because this city is only about five
miles from Jackson and it has a large amount of the industries located
within its city boundaries. From 1940 to 1970, Clinton had an extra¬
ordinary growth rate of 690.7 percent and from 1960-1970 Clinton ex¬
perienced a 110.8 percent change in the population.
The population changes from 1940-1970 in the United States, Missis¬
sippi, Jackson, Hinds, Rankin, and Madison Counties, the Jackson SMSA,
and the Jackson Metropolitan Area, are found in Table 4. The U.S. popu¬
lation has been growing at a steady and constant rate. Between 1940 and
I960, there was a slight decline in the Mississippi population. A pos¬
sible reason for this might be that after World War II, the factories
began booming again and people started to head North once more seeking
new jobs. There was an out migration from the South to the North during
this period of both Blacks and whites.^
George W. Groh, The Black Migration—The Journey to Urban America
(New York, 1972), p. 60.
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TABLE 3
RESIDENT POPULATION CHANGES IN SELECTED COMMUNITIES,












Bolton 627 741 797 787 25.5 -1.3
Brandon 1 ,184 1,827 2,139 2,685 126.8 25.5
Canton . 6 ,011 7,048 9,707 10,503 74.7 8.2
Cl inton 916 2,255 3,438 7,243 690.7 110.8
Edwards 1 ,110 1,002 1,206 1,236 11.4 2.5
Flora 509 655 743 987 93.9 32.8
Florence 368 313 360 404 9.7 12.2
Flowood - - 486 352 - -27.6
Jackson 62 ,107 98,271 144,422 153,968 147.9 6.6
Learned 130 126 96 116 -10.8 20.8
Madison - 540 703 853 - 21.3
Pearl - - 5,081 9,623 - 89.4
Pelahatchie 938 867 1,066 1,306 39.2 22.5
Pucket - - 302 333 - 10.3
Raymond 641 1,259 1,381 1,620 152.7 17.3
Ridgeland 233 526 875 1,650 608. 88.6
Terry 401 497 585 646 36.1 -6.7









Area 56. 43. 33. 32. -2. 39.
Total Metro-
Dolitan Area 172,711 204,905 254,271 288,643 115,932 34,372
SOURCE: Refer to Table 1, page 29 for all census data used in
these population statistics.
TABLE 4
PROPORTIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION GROWTH 1940-1970 FOR SELECTED AREAS
Year
PoDulation Growth 1940 1950 1960 1970
United States 131,669,300 150,597,400 178,464,200 203,212,000
Mississippi 2,183,800 2,178,900 2,178,100 2,216,912
Jackson Metropolitan Area 172,711 204,905 254,271 288,643
Madison County 37,504 33,860 32,904 29,737
Jackson SMSA 135,207 171,045 221,367 258,906
Rankin County 27,934 28,881 34,322 43,933
Hinds County 107,273 142,164 187,045 214,973
Jackson 62,107 98,271 144,422 153,968
Percentage Distribution
Percentage of U.S. Population 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Mississippi 1.65 1.44 1.22 1.09
Jackson Metropolitan Area .13 .14 .14 .14
Madison County .03 .02 .02 .01
Jackson SMSA .10 .12 .12 .13
Rankin County .02 .02 .02 .02
Hinds County .08 .10 .10 .11
Jackson .05 .07 .08 .08
Percentage of Mississippi
Population 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Jackson Metropolitan Area 7.91 9.40 11.67 13.02
Madison County 1.72 1.55 1.51 1.34
Jackson SMSA 6.19 7.85 10.16 11.68
Rankin County 1.28 1.33 1.57 1.98
Hinds County 4.91 6.52 8.59 9.70
Jackson 2.84 4.51 6.63 6.94
TABLE U—Continued
Year
Population Growth 1940 1950 1960 1970
Percentage of Jackson 100.00 100.00 100.00
100.00
Metropolitan Area
Madison County 21.71 16.52 12.94 10.30
Jackson SMSA 78.29 83.48 87.06 89.70
Rankin County 16.18 14.10 13.50 15.22
Hinds County 62.11 69.38 73.56 74.48
Jackson 35.96 47.95 56.79 53.34
Percentage of Jackson SMSA 100.00 100.00 Ido.bo 100.00
Population
Rankin County 20.66 16.89 15.51 16.97
Hinds County 79.34 83.11 84.49 83.03
Jackson 43.93 57.45 65.24 59.46
SOURCEj Sixteenth Census of the United States; 1940, vol, 3» Population, pt. 4, Minnesota-
New Mexico, Table 28, U.S, Census of the Population: 1950, vol, 2, Characteristics of the Popu¬
lation, pt, 24, Mississippi, Table 6. U.S, Census of the Population; I960, vol, 1, Characteris¬
tics of the Population, pt, 26, Mississippi, Table 6. U.S, Census of the Population; 1970, vol,
1, Characteristics of the Population, pt. 26, Mississippi, Tables 10 and .13»
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Table 4 shows that as the U. S. population increased in each decade,
so did each selected area except Madison County. It is the only area
that was studied during this thirty year period that failed to show a
population increase.
In 1940, Mississippi composed 1.65 percent of the U.S. popula¬
tion and in 1970, the state only made up about 1.09 percent of the total
U.S, population. Even though the state of Mississippi is continually
growing, the U.S. population is growing at a faster rate. The percentage
distribution of each area in Mississippi has remained nearly the same
over the 30-year interval.
The figures found in Table 4 also indicate that the Jackson Metro¬
politan Area has accounted for a larger proportional share in each of
the geographic divisions described. For example, in 1940, it made up
7.9 percent of the Mississippi population, and in 1970, it made up 13.02
percent of the population.
It can also be seen from Table 4 that the city of Jackson continues
to compose the larger amount of the JMA, (Jackson Metropolitan Area), and
that Hinds County makes up the larger proportion of the counties found
within the Metropolitan Area,
Finally, this table shows that the percentage of the population
found in the Jackson SMSA declined in Rankin County from 1940 to 1970,
and that the Hinds County percentage increased from 1940-1960, but there
was a slight decline in the total percentage change from I960 to 1970,
Table 5 shows the total population change in selected areas in the
JMA and the natural increase and net migration from 1940 to 1970. It
can be seen from this table that Madison County again had population
declines during the entire period studied.
TABLE 5
PRINCIPAL COMPONENTS OF POPULATION GROWTH 1940-1970 SELECTED AREAS














1940-1950 34,891 947 35,838 -3,644 32,194
1950-1960 44,881 5,441 50,322 -956 49,366
1960-1970 27,928 9,611 37,539 -3,167 34,372
Natural Increase*^
1940-1950 19,584 771 20,355 7,506 27,861
1950-1960 34,375 4,554 38,929 7,916 46,845
1960-1970 32,185 5,268 37,473 5,344 42,797
Net Migration^
1940-1950 15,307 176 15,483 -11,150 4,333
1950-1960 10,506 887 11,393 -8,872 2,521
1960-1970 -4,257 4,343 86 -8,511 -8,421
SOURCE: ®U.S. Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census of the United States; 1940. vol,
3, Population, pt. 4, Minnesota-New Mexico, Table 28. U.S. Census of the Population; 1950.
vol. 2, Characteristics of the Population, pt. 24, Mississippi, Table 6. U.S. Census of
the Population; I960, vol. 1, Characteristics of the Population, pt. 26, Mississippi, Table
6. U.S. Census of the Population; 1970. vol. 1, Characteristics of the Population, pt. 26,
Mississippi, Tables 10 and 13*
^Mississippi State Department of Health, unpublished data.
^Computed from the data presented.
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During 1940-1950, 15,307 net migrants came to Hinds County. The
total amount of natural increase increased between 1950-1960, while the
net migration declined. However, during the period from 1960-1970, the
total amount of change was 27,928. Hinds County experienced an out
migration of 4,257 residents during this interval.
This table also shpws that the JMA experienced a net out migration
during the period between I960 and 1970 of 8,421 residents.
CHAPTER V
ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
Trends in Retail and Wholesale Trade
Jackson has an economy composed of many elements, giving the city
a unique stability. Blended in the economy are governmental operations
(state and U.S,), diversified industries, retail and wholesale distribu¬
tion, medical center activity, oil and gas exploration, and educational
institutions. Jackson has complete cultural, educational, religious and
recreational facilities, along with progressive business and professional
firms, that all combine to give it a balanced economy.
Centrally located in the Deep South, Jackson has become known as
the "Distribution Center of the Deep South", as a result of Jackson's
wholesalers and distributors providing excellent service to customers
throughout a six state Southern market. A central business district, two
regional shopping centers, and over 50 community and neighborhood shop¬
ping centers, and numerous speciality shops, combine to make Jackson a
strong retailing center.
Over 166 new industries have been established in the Jackson area
since 19^5* bringing the total number of manufacturing plants to 357»
which produce over 155 product groups.^ Electrical Machinery is the
^Jackson Chamber of Commerce, Jackson Mississippi . . . Distribu¬
tion Center of,the Deep South (1976), p. 4.
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largest manufacturing employment category with products such as electrical
transformers and switch-gears, power breakers, small electrical appliances,
fluorescent lamps, batteries, and automotive electrical systems being
produced. Food and Kindred products ranks second, which includes meat
processing plants, snack foods, bottling companies, and bakeries. Third
ranked is Furniture and Fixtures. Categories that rank fourth and fifth
in manufacturing are Stone, Clay and Glass, and Apparel and Other Finished
2
Products.
The direction of a city is determined by the ideals of its active
populace and Jackson is moving forward. Blending Government, Business,
and Industry together with the people has awakened Jackson from what was
once referred to as—"A sleepy Southern Town"—to a growing metropolis
in the Southern part of the United States.
Jackson offers a balanced industry and central location for state¬
wide and regional distribution. It serves as a strong trade center with
retail sales over 902.1 million dollars and wholesale sales over 600
million in 1976.^
Jackson's complete retail shopping facilities attract customers
from an ever widening area. In 1962, the metropolitan area contained
10.9 percent of the population of Mississippi but did 20.2 percent total
indicated business volume of the state. Retail dollar volume was $276,030
4
according to Sales Management. Retail dollar volume increased in 1965
^Ibid., p. 5.
^Ibid.
Jackson Chamber of Conmerce, Sales Management, Survey of Buying
Power (1962), p. 3.
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to $472,685,882, and in 1966 had reached $541,768,185.^
A favorable location, an expanding market area, rising levels of
disposable income and excellent transportation facilities have contribu¬
ted to Jackson's rapid growth as a distribution center. In 1962, there
were over 750 wholesale outlets in Jackson. In 1965» 984 wholesale out¬
lets were reported in the Jackson Metropolitan Area with annual sales
totaling $277*645,624, which equaled 29.4 percent of the state's whole¬
sale trade volume. In 1966, the annual sales increased to $401,136,943.^
The Primary Trade Area of Jackson consists of three counties: Hinds,
Rankin, and Madison, Shoppers who live in this area generally buy most
of their retail trade goods, and their convenience and shopper goods in
Jackson, Convenience goods are those items that people buy on a regular
basis, either daily or weekly, such as cigarettes, food, beverages, and
drugs. Shopper goods are those items such as clothing, appliances, furni¬
ture, and specialty items that buyers often compare in several different
stores before really purchasing them. These items are bought on an ir¬
regular basis.
The Secondary Trade Area consists of eight counties; Yazoo, Leake,
Scott, Smith, Simpson, Copiah, Claiborne, and Warren. Shoppers located
in this area do a great deal of shopper goods purchasing in Jackson, and
only a small amount of convenience goods purchasing.
The Tertiary Trade Area contains 31 counties. This area provides
almost mo convenience shoppers, but does provide some support for shopper
^Mississippi State Tax Commission, unpublished data.
^Jackson Chamber of Commerce, A Decade of Growth and Market Develop¬
ment, Retail and Wholesale Facts (1966), p, 5.
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goods.^
Within Hinds and Rankin Counties are over 2,406 retail stores and
over 602 wholesaling firms that serve patrons from a wide geographical
area. The largest employer in the Jackson SMSA, with over 27*000 employees,
the wholesaling and retailing industry is constantly expanding and improving
0
its facilities to better serve its customers.
Jackson is now a billion-dollar-a-year wholesale distribution center.
9
Federal government figures say this important figure was reached in 1972.
Each year since then, Jackson's wholesale volume has reached new heights
above the bi11ion-dol1ar level. Satisfied customers in the six state area
that Jackson serves (Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, Tennessee, Florida,
and Arkansas), keep Jackson growing as a distribution center.
To understand the retail and wholesale trade that has taken place
in Mississippi and Jackson, several tables have been compiled showing the
total number of establishments and the total amount of sales for the se¬
lected years.
Table 6 shows the retail trade for the state, the Jackson SMSA, the
primary trade area, and the city of Jackson. The figures in the table
indicate that the total retail trade for every selected area has increased
during each year studied except between 1958 and 1963, when the total num¬
ber of establishments located in the Jackson area decreased from 1,262 to
^Ibid.
8
Mississippi Tax Commission, Trade Area of Mississippi (1975),
p. 8.
^Ibid.
^^Jackson Chamber of Commerce, Jackson. Mississippi: Now A Billion
Dollar Wholesale Market (1976), p. 4,




TOTAL RETAIL TRADE FOR MISSISSIPPI, JACKSON SMSA, HINDS, RANKIN AND MADISON COUNTIES,
AND FOR THE CITY OF JACKSON FOR 1954-1972
All Establishments
1954 1958 19^ 1967 1972
Area ■ Number Sales ($) Number Sales ($) Number Sales ($) Number Sales ($) Number Sales ($)
Mississippi 16,926 1, 281,802 18,475 1 ,481,766 19,167 1 ,914,221 20,543 2,523,627 22,265 3,961,461
Jackson SMSA 1,410 165,091 1,784 222,047 1,717 265,670 2,030 380,100 2,406 631,079
Hinds County 1,274 157,011 1,601 211,458 1,517 247,127 1,825 357,077 2,099 576,727
Rankin County 136 8,080 183 10,589 200 18,543 205 23,023 307 54,352
Madison County 238 14,553 242 15,865 232 22,189 268 29,519 257 42,412
Jackson 1,054 142,817 1,262 187,908 1,221 225,908 1,480 322,880 1,734 530,053
Jackson as a
percent of
Jackson SMSA 74.7 86.5 70.7 84.6 71.1 85.0 72.9 84.9 72.1 83.9
SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S. Census of Business: 1958. vol. 2, Retail Trade-Area Statistics,
pt. 2, United States Summary and Alabama-Mississippi, Tables 102, 102A, 103, and 103A. U.S, Census of Busi¬
ness: 1967. vol, 2, Retail Trade-Area Statistics, pt. 2, Iowa-North Carolina, Tables 2,3»4,5»6,7, and 9.
U.S. Census of Retail Trade: 1972. vol. 2, Area Statistics, pt. 2, Iowa-North Carolina, Tables 1,2,4,5> and 6.
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1,221. But, in 1967> the number of establishments rose to 1,480 and in
1972, had increased to 1,734.
The total number of sales and the total number of establishments
is greater in the Jackson SMSA than within the Jackson area. Jackson
has the larger percentage of establishments and sales than the remaining
area in the Jackson SMSA. During the years studied, there was a slight
decline in the percentages of establishments and the sales from the
initial year of the study. A possible reason for this slight decline
may be that more of the retail districts may be beginning to locate in
the suburban areas instead of the central city itself. The retail dis¬
tricts benefit from grouping which increases the concentration of potent¬
ial customers and makes comparison shopping possible.
In Table 7i the wholesale trade for the selected areas is given.
The state of Mississippi has increased in the number of wholesale estab¬
lishments in every year indicated. The wholesale trade found in the city
of Jackson as a percent of the total wholesale trade in the Jackson SMSA
decreased in each year. It appears from this table that the suburban
areas are growing faster than the central city in wholesale trade. Because
of better communication, and technological advances in transportation,
more of the wholesale businesses are beginning to locate in the surrounding
suburban areas and therefore the people do not have to travel to the central
city to purchase their goods. Wholesale establishments are likely to be
concentrated in the city outskirts on large tracts of land.^^
Between 1967 and 1972, in the Jackson SMSA, the total number of
Raymond Murphy, The American City (New York, 1966), p. 217.
TABLE 7
TOTAL WHOLESALE TRADE FOR MISSISSIPPI, JACKSON SMSA, HINDS, RANKIN, AND MADISON COUNTIES, AND




Area Number Sales Number Sales Number Sales Number Sales Number Sales
Mississippi 1,863 1,183,831 2,264 1,388,505 2,544 1 ,786,664 2,623 2,309,338 3,485 3,942,389
Jackson SMSA® 310 XXX 389 321,284 438 411,312 489 607,226 602 1,018,123
Hinds County 310 225,253 389 321,284 413 384,164 460 571,538 502 856,713
Rankin County 5 (d) 19 16,336 25 27,148 29 35,688 82 161,410
Madison County 7 7,918 22 10,544 25 12,859 25 13,167 36 33,581
Jackson 287 214,918 359 295,623 391 367,271 422 545,778 470 828,682
Jackson as a
percent of
Jackson SMSA 92.6 XXX 92.3 92.0 89.3 89.3 , 86.3 89.9 78.1 81.4
SOURCE; U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S. Census of Business; 1954. vol. 4, Wholesale Trade-Area Statis-
tics< Table 102 and 103. U.S. Census of Business; 1958, vol. 4, Wholesale Trade-Area Statistics. Table 102.
U.S. Census of Business; 1967. vol. 4, Wholesale Trade-Area Statistics, Tables 4,5,6, and 7. U.S. Census
of Wholesale Trade; 1972. vol. 2, Area Statistics. Tables 1,3, and 4.
Notes; (a) Jackson SMSA was coextensive with Hinds County in 1954 and 1958.
XXX Not applicable
(d) Withheld to avoid disclosure
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establishments increased by 113 and the amount of sales rose by $410,897.
There was also a large increase in the number of establishments and the
amount of sales for Rankin County between 1968 and 1972. In 1963» there
were 25 wholesale establishments in Madison County and in 1967 there were
25 establishments, but the total amount of sales increased during this
period from 12,859 to 13rl67. From this table it can also be seen that
the Jackson area makes up the greater part of the number of establishments
and the amount of sales for each year studied.
Table 8 gives the population of the Jackson SMSA and the total retail
sales for the area for various selected years. The population remained
the same between 1955 and 1956, but the total number of households increased
by 100. The population decreased from 261,000 in 1968, to 252,713 in 1969»
but the number of households increased by 3f000. The total number of
household sales in 1969 decreased by 478 from that in 1968. Between the
years 1959 and 1962, the total amount of retail sales also decreased from
$387»840,175» to $287,897t000. After this period, the total retail sales
continued to increase. The total amount of sales in the materials and
contractors area was at an all time low in 1962 when the sales total was
only $15»548,000. After 1962, there was a large increase in the sales to
$110,606,134, and in 1969 the figure dropped again to $125,961,640. There
were two periods reported when the total effective buying income per house¬
hold decreased. In 1952, the figure was 5»200 and in 1955» the figure
dropped to 4,676. In 1956, the buying income continued to increase.
Table 9 shows the taxable sales for the Jackson SMSA from 1960-1975.
This table simply indicates the total amount of wholesale and retail
trade. It can be seen from the table that retail trade makes up the
TABLE 8




Population 152,400 191,400 191,400 196,300 221,367
Households 41,400 50,600 50,700 52,100 58,134
Per household retail
sales $ 3,500 $ 4,976 $ 5,143 $ 5,842 $ 6,671
Total retail sales 144,908,000 251,777,972 260,745,446 304,413,503 387,840,175
Food & Drink 25,575,000 54,611,592 55,327,280 68,073,859 72,624,505
Furniture &
Fixtures 8,810,000 11,150,620 9,688,451 10,689,566 12,768,492
Apparel & Gen-








16,879,000 61,910,024 66,718,323 79,703,811 98,138,371





Population 238,700 254,500 256,500 261,000 252,713
Households 62,600 67,100 68,200 70,500 73,500
Per household retail
sales $ 4,599 $ 7,044 $ 7,944 $ 9,679 $ 9,201
Total retail sales 287,897,000 472,685,882 541,768,185 682,362,926 676,292,607
Food & Drink 65,385,000 97,267,718 98,666,974 140,441,263 145,060,400
Furniture &
Fixtures 13,447,000 17,690,945 28,017,678 31,979,399 32,657,500
Apparel & Gen.
Mdse. 22,176,000 66,381,331 77,308,923 91,008,575 97,206,660
Automotive 63,281,000 121,420,552 130,348,923 153,727,911 146,081,463
Lumber Building
and Materials
and Contractors 15,548,000 110,606,134 136,565,993 137,908,460 125,961,640
Effective Buying
Income per House
Household 6,559 7,729 8,108 8,659 9,193
SOURCE: Jackson Chamber of Commerce, A Decade of Growth and Market Development, Retail and
Wholesale Facts. Jackson. Mississippi (1970).
TABLE 9




Total for Area 621,201,081 1,577,414,794 1,695,358,630 1,916,882,965 2,084,803,914
Retail Sales Total 359,431,759 933,842,569 1,126,976,811 1,292,527,662 1,399,880,397
Food 78,722,968 188,909,763 208,676,324 244,199,988 282,204,079
Furniture 13,607,969 37,094,548 44,960,521 52,251,144 54,738,090
Apparel & Mdse. 48,157,459 133,732,884 151,560,804 176,668,891 186,317,240
Automotive 86,315,415 195,163,512 228,390,925 254,660,980 265,436,100
Lumber, Building
Materials and
Contractors 89,287,599 170,977,467 235,960,249 275,902,117 260,328,050
Mi sc. Retail 49,340,349 69,577,678 78,285,296 82,285,355 93,600,147
Machinery, Equip¬
ment & Supplies® •• 70,936,011 84,210,598 96,233,067 124,515,226
Public Utilities® - 43,688,375 54,166,773 68,129,611 82,781,751
Mi sc. Service® 26,092,034 23,762,331 40,771,321 42,196,509 49,959,714
Wholesale Total 234,452,792 642,343,400 567,135,341 623,237,318 683,464,732
SOURCE* Jacksor1 Chamber of Commerce, Jackson Statistics (1976).
Note* (a) Reported for the first time in 1971.
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larger amount of the total trade. The total amount of retail sales has
continued to increase since 1972. Between 1972 and 1973* the total amount
of retail sales increased by $193»13^»242. There was one period reported,
1972-1973» however, when the total amount of wholesale trade declined
from 642,343»400 to 567»135»34l. But in 1974, the wholesale sales were
back on the increase and. the total sales have been increasing steadily.
To get a clearer picture of the part retail trade plays in Jackson,
Table 10 was compiled showing the total retail trade and one category-
food stores—for Jackson and the Jackson SMSA, in 1972. The total number
of establishments in Jackson was 1,734, and in the Jackson SMSA the number
was 2,406. This indicates that the city of Jackson makes up the largest
single area comprising the Jackson SMSA. The table also shows the total
amount of food stores found in the Jackson area also made up the larger
proportion of the number of sales and the total number of establishments
found in the Jackson SMSA.
Trends in Employment Status
To look at any sort of study about a community, it is necessary to
find out in what areas the populace is employed, to see what sort of eco¬
nomic activity is found in the area. In Table 11, selected categories
are found showing the Jackson city labor force in 1950, I960, and T970.
This table shows that manufacturing is continuing to increase in the
city of Jackson. In 1950, 73*3 percent of the people in manufacturing ■
were found in the city of Jackson, while in 1970, the percentage rose to
95.9 percent. Between 1950 and I960 the total percent of people working
in wholesale and retail trade dropped 3.2 percentage points, but in 1970,
the total percent of those working in the city of Jackson in wholesale
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TABLE 10
FOOD STORES AS A PERCENT OF ALL RETAIL TRADE FOR JACKSON AND
THE JACKSON SMSA: 1972
A11 Estabiishments
Jackson Jackson SMSA
Category Number Sales Number Sales
Total Retail Trade 1,734 530,053 2,406 631,081
Food Stores
Total 264 98,646 419 130,355
Grocery Stores 221 96,525 359 126,910
Meat, Fish Markets 5 507 9 1,094
Fruit Stores & Vegetable
Markets 6 (D) 10 438
Candy, Nut and Confec¬
tionary Stores 12 307 15 (D)
Retail Bakeries 14 (D) 19 1,055
Other Food Stores 6 (D) 7 (D)
SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Retail Trade, vol.
2, Area Statistics, pt. 2, Iowa-North Carolina, Tables 2 and 5«
Notes: (0) Withheld to avoid disclosure.
and retail trade had risen to 96.8 percent, which was an increase of 10.2
percentage points from the previous decade.
In i960, the people working in finance in the city of Jackson, made
up 91.2 percent of the total Jackson SMSA, which was the highest that had
been recorded in the three decades studied. The area of services shows
that it is continuing to grow. In 1950, only 85.4 percent of those work¬
ing in the area of services and miscellaneous were found in the city of
Jackson, while in 1970, the percentage rose to 97.5 percent.
TABLE n





















Manufacturing 7,942 5,821 73.3 10,049 8,513 84.7 14,720 14,111 95.9
Wholesale and
Retail Trade 11,351 10,145 89.4 10,149 8,745 86.2 20,887 20,226 96.8
Finance 3,684 2,095 56.9 4,421 4,034 91.2 7,155 6,096 85.2
Services and
Misc. 14,982 12,789 85.4 30,562 28,722 94.0 33,023 32,189 97.5
SOURCE: U.S. Census of■ the Population: 1950. vol. 2, Characteristics of the Population, pt . 26,
Mississippi, Fable 81. U.S. Census of the Population: I960. vol. 1, Characteristics of the Population,
Mississippi, Table 75» U.S. Census of the Population: 1970. vol. 1, Characteristics of the Population,
pt. 26, Mississippi, Table 180.
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The final table shows the Labor Force Profile of Hinds County for
1976. Table 12 shows that wholesale and retail trade is again the larg¬
est employer of persons in the Hinds County Area, and Hinds County. In
the Hinds County Area, there were 63,140 employees and in Hinds County
there were 27,590. Also it can be seen from this table that the next
largest category of the employed is the government for both areas. This
table shows that Hinds County also has the largest proportion of the
unemployed for the entire Hinds County Area.
TABLE 12





Total Civilian Labor Force 307,390 124,080
Employed 293,840 119,240
Unemployed 13,550 4,840





Services and Miscellaneous 52,690 23,050
Wholesale and Retail Trade 63,140 27,590
Construction 15,390 5,030
SOURCE: Mississippi Employment Security Commission, unpublished
data, 1976.
Note: Hinds County Area includes Hinds County, and the surround¬
ing counties of Claiborne, Copiah, Madison, Rankin, Simpson, Warren and
Yazoo.
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Discussion: Theoretical Nature of Central Place in Jackson
The main idea behind the central place theory was that it be a
source of goods and services for an area that was much larger than itself.
Jackson serves as a central place performing comprehensive services for
a large surrounding area. The city of Jackson serves as the trade and
social center for a huge hinterland. In Jackson there are a'number of
shopping centers and wholesale trade districts that are proportionate
to the city's size, and the stores are supported by the surrounding
primary, secondary and tertiary trade area.
The city of Jackson contrasts with the cities of the industrial
East where the centers are so close together that each center has little
trade impact beyond its own population boundaries. Jackson serves as
an example of the central place type of city that is particularly preva¬
lent in the non-industrial regions of the United States.
Geographical analysis of the Jackson area indicates that Jackson
performs essentially the central place function to the central part of
the state of Mississippi.
It was said earlier that the system of central places is not static;
that it is constantly changing. This can be seen in Jackson. Changing
transportation can be seen by looking at the new and improved highway sys¬
tems in the area. There are four air lines with 35 daily flights, a bus
line, with 40 daily departures, 1 rail system with 9 lines, 24 truck lines,
1 municipal airport, and 3 general aviation airports. Because there is
constant improvement being made in all of these areas, the central place
of Jackson is getting easier and easier to have access to, which means the
market area is increasing at a steady pace.
CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
The climatological and physiographic characteristics of the Jackson
Metropolitan Area are suitable for urban development. The area has numer¬
ous local natural resources, including an abundant supply of water, that
contribute to the area's economic base.
The agricultural patterns in the area are well established and an
important element of the area's economy. The energy resources, provided
by the Mississippi Power and Light Company and other local electric co¬
operatives, meet the area's electric needs, and are continually being
developed to improve additional services.
Past employment trends in the Jackson Metropolitan Area indicate
the following rank order strength in employment; first in services
industry, second in wholesale and retail trade, and third in manufactur¬
ing. Current trends indicate that there is an increase in wholesale and
retail trade.
One of the strongest elements in Jackson's economy and one that will
play an important role in its future development is its wholesale market
and position as a leading distribution center. Wholesale marketing sales
have grown from 37 million to $1 billion.
Jackson's success as a distribution center stems not only from its
strategic location but also from its transportation facilities and services.
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Continued advances in the accessibility of the Metropolitan Area of
Jackson to the rest of the world by the construction of new and improved
highways and air facilities help account for Jackson's continued progress.
If Jackson's future had nothing else to look forward to, the city's
position as the capital and only large urban center in a state where
there is still a great deal of underdeveloped resources would suffice.
Jackson's future population outlook is indeed promising. The 1990 popu¬
lation forecast for the Jackson Metropolitan Area is expected to reach
502,284 as predicted by the Jackson Research and Development Center.
Finally, the city of Jackson is presently run by the commission
form of government, which is characterized by a City Council, consisting
of the Mayor and two voting Conmissioners. All three are elected at-
large from the entire municipality.
With Jackson's population continually growing, a large amount of
the populace feel that the commission form of government is inadequate
for the growing needs of the capital city. At the present time a mayor-
council form of government is being considered. In this type of govern¬
ment there will be a mayor with a representative from each district on
the council.
The outcome of this new form of government is uncertain at the
writing of this thesis. However, it is hoped that the mayor-council form
will pass because this type of government would better represent the
people, especially the Black people in the metropolitan area.
A major shortcoming of this study was that more tables should have
been compiled showing the city of Jackson as a percent of the total activ¬
ity that was taking place in the Jackson SMSA. If this would have been
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done, a better idea of Jackson serving as the center of the trade activity
could have been obtained. Further research in the area of central places
and dominance would prove useful because of the continued growth of the
metropolitan areas in the United States.
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